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Judicial Inquiry Supported 
During Debate in Commons 


Two voices from British Columbia raised in the House of Commons February 17 to call 
for a judical inquiry into Indian land rights and policies found a sympathetic audience in the 
person of Hon. Ellen Fairclough, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration, whose position puts 


her in charge of Indian affairs. 


“Whether an individual band re- 
ceived compensation for the land 
it lost I cannot say,” Mrs. Fair- 
clough stated after hearing MPs 
Frank Howard and Harold Winch, 
“but ... over the years undoubt- 
edly things were done that should 
not have been done.” 

The land issue debate was 
opened by Mr. Howard in a review 
of events involved in the Kitwanga 
case where the provincial govern- 
ment through Highways Minister 
P. A. Gaglardi, arbitrarily cut a 
road through the Northern B.C. 
Reserve offering $482 and later 
under public pressure, $6,538 as 
compensation. Both sums _ have 
been rejected as inadequate to 
cover the loss of a strip 200 yards 
wide and four miles long and the 
timber on it. 

*““Obviously, the bill of rights 
means nothing as far as their land 
is concerned,” Mr. Howard ob- 
served. 


Later, he said the “government 
should undertake the immediate 
establishment of a pretty far- 
sweeping judicial inquiry into 
the land question and should 
take steps to negotiate treaties, 
surrenders or extinguishments of 
the Indians’ aboriginal title and 
occupation of land on whatever 
basis is mutually acceptable. 
Failing a mutually acceptable 
agreement rising out of such 
negotiations, the subject matter 
of sale might very well then be 
referred to a court.” 


WINCH SPEAKS 


Veteran Vancouver legislator 
Harold Winch asked Mrs. Fair- 
clough, with particular reference to 
B.C., “whether any thought has 
been given not only to the studies 
being made by a special joint com- 
mittee but to a judicial inquiry 
to decide whether or not the In- 
dians in British Columbia have 
been robbed, and I deliberately 
use these words ‘have been robbed’ 
on the sale of land. Has any 
thought been given to a judicial 
inquiry into question of whether 
an agreement made in 1912 is still 
in effect or has a bearing on the 
sale of Reserve land nominally 
held by the Indian bands of British 





Poetess Honored 


Greater Vancouver Tourist As- 
to discuss arrangements for cele- 
sociation met early this month 
brating the centenary of the 
birth of Indian  poetess E. 
Pauline Johnson. 





Columbia?” 

He claimed that under the 
McKenna-McBride agreement, 
power was given to cut the size of 
reserves with the “surplus” land 
being sold by the provincial gov- 
ernment at public auction. Under 
this arrangement, the province 
keeps half and the other half goes 
to the federal government to be 
returned to the Natives concerned. 


The province, however, has not 
returned any of its share to B.C. 
Natives since 1912, when the 
McKenna - McBride agreement 
was concluded. 


“IT question the legality of the 
way this matter has been handled 
and am of the opinion that the In- 
dians of British Columbia have 
been morally, if not legally, 
wronged in the sale of their Re- 
serve land,” he declared. 


MRS. FAIRCLOUGH EXPLAINS 

The Minister of Citizenship and 
Immigration pointed out in reply 
to Mr. Howard that the Province 
has the right to take back five per- 
cent in the case of improved land 


for road purposes without any com- 
pensation. 


“Of course ... they have taken 
more than that,” she confirmed, 
“and we agree the situation is 
not what it might be.. .” 


Negotiations with Provincial au- 
thorities are proceeding over the 
Kitwanga Reserve road issue, she 
reported. 

Mrs. Fairclough conceded there 
was some validity to points raised 
by Mr. Howard and Mr. Winch. “I 
know,” she said, “that over the 
years the Indians have suffered 
under various acts of government.” 


While the Minister at several 
points indicated her recognition of 
the unfair treatment accorded Na- 
tives in past years, she made no 
commitment that an inquiry into 
alleged land irregularities would 
be instituted by her department. 
On the other hand, she did not 
flatly reject the proposal. 

The judicial inquiry demand has 
been voiced on a number of oc- 
casions by British Columbia Na- 
tives and by The Native Voice. 





Passing of Frank Anfield 
Brings Sadness to Natives 


It was with great sadness anda 
regret that we learned of the pass- 
ing of Frank E. Anfield, Indian 
Affairs Commissioner for British 
Columbia. Mr. Anfield, 62, died 
suddenly from a heart attack while 
at Ocean Falls, British Columbia. 


Mr. Anfield was returning from 
attending a school board meeting 
held at a coastal point about 300 
miles north of Vancouver at the 
time of his death. He died aboard 
the government vessel “D. M. 
McKay” February 24. 

Mr. Anfield, only recently ap- 
pointed B.C. Indian Affairs Com- 
missioner, Many years ago was 
principal of the Lytton Anglican 
School for Indians, later going to 
St. Michael’s Indian School at 
Alert Bay as principal. 

Mr. Anfield joined the Depart- 
ment of Indian Affairs and became 
one of the best known and beloved 
Indian Superintendents in British 
Columbia. 

His life was dedicated to the wel- 
fare of the Indians he loved and 
he worked for better conditions 
and higher education,’ lecturing 
and fighting against discrimination. 

His death has come as a terrible 
shock to all his friends. The 40,000 


sorrowing Indians whose Com- 
missioner he was, mourn his pass- 
ing, for he was their friend and 
adviser. 

Telephone messages have come 
to The Native Voice office from all 
over B.C. I first received the sad 
news from one of the head Coun- 
cillors of the Sechelt Indian Vil- 
lage who asked me to write some- 
thing for their local paper. The 
poor man was terribly upset and 
said,“ We tolled the church bells,” 
and as he spoke, I could hear the 
mournful chimes, expressing the 
deep sorrow of the Sechelt Band at 
the passing of their beloved friend. 

He has completed a lifetime of 
useful service. His work is done. 
“He Followed in the Footsteps of 
Christ.” Today, 40,000 British Co- 
lumbia Indians as well as hundreds 
of whites mourn the passing of 
Frank E. Anfield. “God’s Good Man 
has gone Home.” 

MAISIE HURLEY. 
Mr. Guy Williams and the Ex- 
ecutive and members of the Na- 
tive Brotherhood of British Co- 
lumbia join the Publisher and 
staff of The Native Voice in of- 
fering our heartfelt sympathy to 

Mr. Anfield’s dear wife and 

family. 
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Bill Removes Old Threat to Rights 


(Submitted by Big White Oul from 
the TORONTO DAILY STAR). 

OTTAWA—The Canadian Senate 
gave second reading—approval in 
principle—last month to a bill re- 
moving the government’s power to 
entranchise Indians against their 
will. 

Sen. James Gladstone, himself a 
treaty Indian, moved second read- 
ing of the legislation, which was 
sent to the Senate after receiving 


Commons’ approval. 

Sen. Gladstone, a Blood Indian 
from Alberta, said the idea of com- 
pulsory enfranchisement had been 
repugnant to Indians ever since the 
principle first appeared in the In- 
dian act more than 80 years ago. 

Although it had not been applied 
since 1920, the clause continued to 
be a cause of distrust. There was 
a fear that Indians who bettered 
their economic position or left the 


reservation would’ lose their treaty 
rights. 

Sen. Gladstone said assurances 
on this point would make the In- 
dians more conducive to co-operat- 
ing with thé government’s. ex- 
pressed desire to have them as- 
sume more authority over their 
affairs. 

Under the enfranchisement sec- 
tion, an Indian or Indian band 
could be forced out of treaty status 
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if the government felt a certain 
point of self-sufficiency had been 
reached. 

“The amendment is a step in the 
right direction, but we still have a 
long way to go to undo all the 
wrongs which have been done to 
my people over the past decades,” 
the Indian senator said. 

He felt Indian children should 
attend non-Indian schools and be 
afforded technical training in order 
to qualify for jobs in the non- 
Indian community. 

He said last year’s granting of 
the federal vote to Indians is being 
welcomed in many areas and he 
expressed hope that the Indian 
polling districts will be incorpor- 
ated into the polling districts of 
surrounding communities. 

“We should be able to vote 
alongside our White neighbors and 
nothing should be done to give 
the impression that the Indian vote 
is in any way different or set apart 
from that of other Canadians.” 





100 YEARS AGO 


Petition Got 
No Results 


Vancouver Island colonial as- 





sembly urged the British govern-§ 


ment to pay the Indians for their 

land, 100 years ago. 

A petition urging that the secre- 
tary of state for the colonies “take 
steps to quiet the Indian claims to 
lands in this colony” was handed 
to Governor James Douglas for 
transmission to London. 

“MR. FOSTER: The men who 
have already bought land in this 
colony believed that the money 
they paid for it would be partly 
appropriated to secure their title. 
Instead of that, it has been taken 
for the improvement of Victoria. 

“MR. FRANKLIN: The ques- 
tion - should be settled by 
the imperial government, and the 
land given to’the colonial govern- 
ment, so that when a grant is 
made we can acquire a perfect 
title to the grant.” 

In fact, however, this was not 
done. The Indians were not paid 
for their land on Vancouver Island, 
or on the mainland of British Co- 
lumbia. And (except for a few 
patches) they never have been 
paid to this day. 


—Victoria Colonist 





Native Population 
Grows Rapidly 


Unofficial figures from the Pei- 
gan Indian Reserve show popula- 
tion increasing. The same is true 
of the Indian population as a 
whole in Canada. 

A growing population indicates 
that in matters of health the In- 
dian problem has been largely 
overcome. It was the situation 
with the easiest solution. 

Providing better education and 
opportunities is the problem of 
most concern now and will be 
more difficult. That a solution 
will be worked out there must 
be no question. 

—Lethbridge Herald 
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7 Following are’ excerpts from the 
speeches of Skeena MP Frank How- 

in the ard in the House of Commons Feb- 

lave a ruary 17: 

ll the FRANK HOWARD: I refer to 

yne tofanother village in my constituency, 

ades,"Mthat of Kitwanga. Part of this re- 


serve is traversed by highway No. 
shouldi#i6. The provincial government de- 
nd beMsired to relocate that section of 


order@highway No. 16 which passed 
/ non-@through the reserve. 
This was an example of callous 
ing Off disregard for the rights of people 
being@i; ever one existed. The corres- 
nd heM»ondence in this regard was 
Indian i,bled pursuant to a motion of 
Orpor-# ine 
cts off This is an example of the slight 
regard of the minister of high- 
vote ways of British Columbia for the 
rs and@indian people, for their rights and 
) BlveMtheir property. His action again 
nN voteM@tcnds to destroy what we are 
apart working toward in the field of 


ins.” Mmutual respect. This is a copy of 
a letter from the department of 
highways of British Columbia to 
Mr. W. S. Arneil, the Indian com- 
missioner in Vancouver, dated 
\pril 2, 1959. . it advises that 
the department contemplates 
widening the road through this 
particular village. 

The last paragraph reads: 

“On behalf of the department 









Tt 


al as- 


of highways, I am instructed to 
make formal application for entry 
to undertake the proposed re- 
construction work within the above 
mentioned Indian reserves.” 

According to a subsequent let- 
ter, and before the formal appli- 
cation could be dealt with, the de- 
partment of highways moved on 
to the property, uprooted the 
timber and destroyed it,, along 
with everything else. There is a 
letter dated April 17 from Mr. 
Arneil to the highways department: 

“Work on this section of the 
highway, we understand, has al- 
ready proceeded, the = slashing 
work apparently now almost com- 
pleted. Without specific approval 
of the band council for entry onto 
the reserve we anticipate some 
difficulty in negotiations.” 

I expect they would anticipate 
some difficulty in negotiations. I 
well know that Mr. Gaglardi has 
not too much respect for the law 
as long as he has his way. 

It is unfortunate that this in- 
vasion occurred, and it is  un- 
fortunate that the Indian affairs 
branch sat by and did not act 
quickly to prevent it or to pre- 
vent the destruction of the timber, 
the removal of gravel and so on. 

The Indian people look to the 7 
dian Act for some protection. 


states that a person shall not 
trespass on a reserve, and if he 
does so he is committing an of- 
fence. In this instance they found 
no protection in the Indian Act, 
and no protection in the Indian 
affairs branch. 

They found nothing except a de- 
sire to negotiate and consummate 
the sale or surrender of that 
land after it had been taken by 
the department of highways. ~ 

This is not doing much to as- 
sist in mutual understanding and 
the move toward integration. 

I have a copy of a letter that 
was addressed to the Minister of 
Justice. In it accusations are 
made that the Indian agent in 
that agency attempted to put 
pressure on the council and cer- 
tain members of the council, by 
means of threats of cutting off 
welfare and the like, in order to 
influence them not to negotiate in 
too difficult a way or on too hard 
a basis with the provincial gov- 
ernment of British Columbia, and 
to make surrender of the land 
without too much trouble. 

This information was communi- 
cated to the Minister of Justice 
on December 14, 1960. As far as 
I know, no action has been taken 
by him in that regard. As a con- 
sequence the rights of the Indian 
people in their land at Kitwanga 


Howard Calls for Land Issue Solution 


reserve have just been pushed 
aside. If ever any people in Can- 
ada are covered by the bill of 
rights it is the Indian people, be- 
cause they are mentioned as a 
separate group of people coming 
within the jurisdiction of the fed- 
éral govergment. Obviously the 
bill of rights means nothing as far 
as their land is concerned. 


This sort of thing has been 
going on for many years. Unfor- 
tunately, whatever steps we may 
be taking toward integration, ac- 
culturation, understanding and ask- 
ing them to trust us again in our 
dealings with them; no matter 
how many steps we may take in 
that direction, attitudes like this 
which have developed over the 
years in the Indian affairs branch, 
actions like those of Mr. Gag- 
lardi, the minister of highways in 
British Columbia, in invading that 
area, and the failure of the de- 
partment or of the Minister of Jus- 
tice to take some action to pro- 
tect the rights of these individuals 
and their property, will do more 
to destroy the moves toward mu- 
tual trust that we are trying to 
develop than anything else. We 
are working at cross purposes un- 
less we can implant in the mind 
of every member of the cabinet the 
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Carried here are portions of a 
speech in the House of Commons 
on Native land rights by Vancouver 
East MP Harold Winch: 

HAROLD WINCH: I should like 
to ask whether the minister in 
charge of Indian affairs in her 
time in office has had an oppor- 
tunity to review the sale of Indian 
lands over a period of, for instance, 
) years. I refer in particular to 
the province of British Colum- 
bia, and ask whether any thought 
has been given not only to the 
studies being made by a special 
joint committee but to a judicial 
inquiry to decide whether or not 
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1s not/ethe Indians in British Columbia 
t paidggnave been robbed — and I deliber- 
islandimtely use those words “have been 
sh Co-g™robbed”—on the sale of land. Has 
a fewmcny thought been given to a judi- 
beenmcial inquiry into the question of 

whether an agreement made in 
‘olonitMe912 is still in effect or has a 

Mbhearing on the sale of reserve 
, Jand nominally held by the In- 
ion dian bands of British Columbia? 











May I at this time . . . express 
my thanks to the director of Indian 
affairs, who in past weeks has 
been most courteous and helpful 
to me in trying to obtain copies of 
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property of the Indians of British 
Columbia. However, a royal com- 
mission was established in 1912 on 
which was a Mr. McKenna, repre- 
senting the government of Canada. 
As a result of this royal commis- 
sion an agreement was reached in 
1912 which is now known as the 
McKenna-McBride agreement... 
McBride being the premier of Brit- 
ish Columbia. 

. An order in council was pass- 
ed on November 27, 1912 and ac- 
cording to the terms of this order 
in council, the agreement reached 
between McKenna and McBride 
was not to be submitted to the leg- 
islature of. British Columbia or to 
the parliament of Canada but was 
to be decided upon by the govern- 
ment of Canada and the govern- 
ment of British Columbia. I have 
not yet been able to locate any act 
of the legislature of British Co- 
lumbia or: any act of the parlia- 
ment of Canada relative to changes 
that were made regarding reserve 
lands. I say that I have not yet lo- 
cated any acts of parliament, but 
they may be in existence. I do not 
know; I have not found them yet. 
All I have at the present time is 
this order in council passed in Ot- 
tawa on November 27, 1912, by 
which the government concurred in 
the McKenna-McBride agreement. 

The McKenna-McBride agree- 
ment says in part, dealing with re- 
serve lands that the commission 
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had the power to add, if they 
found it proper, or cut down the 
reserve lands. This is the agree- 
ment on how they could cut down 
the lands which had _ previously 
been granted and accepted as 


Winch Queries McKenna-McBride Pact 


being the property of the Indians 
of British Columbia: 

“(a) At such places as the com- 
missioners are satisfied that more 
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Hopeful Signs in Ottawa 


T= Native Voice congratulates Members of Parliament 
Frank Howard and Harold Winch for focussing national 
attention on the Indian land question as it applies particularly 


to British Columbia. 


We are also very happy to note the attitude of concern and 
sympathy expressed by the Hon. Ellen Fairclough during debate 
on the $792,099 budget for administration of Indian affairs in 


Canada. 


Both the British Columbia MPs called for a judicial inquiry 
into the status of Indian lands in this province to determine where 
the Native people. stand. They made it clear that past as well 
as present transactions should be investigated. 

Certainly, ample confusion exists to make a full judicial 


study imperative. 


The Native Voice contends, and we documented considerable 
evidence to make our case, that the Natives of British Columbia 
have never surrendered their lands and that any lands taken 
from them have literally been stolen. 

Mr. Winch said in the House that the inquiry should deter- 
mine whether BC Natives “have been robbed” in the sale of 


their lands. 


We commend Frank Howard, Harold Winch and Mrs. Ellen 
Fairclough for their spirit of interest and compassion and urge 
the Dominion Government to institute a full judicial inquiry 
into the land issue so the slate can be cleaned and the start 
indicated in Ottawa February 17 carried through to its obvious 
conclusion—a new deal for Canada’s Native people and a new, 
humane approach to their problems. 





Justice Could Be Justice 


By C. C. SAMSON 
Kanaka Bar, Lytton, B.C. 


HAT is the Indian Act? Does 
it hold as much water as the 
Criminal Code? 

We'll admit that we 
deeply respect the latter. 

But under the Indian Act, the 
only thing that has been used is 
the section under the Liquor Act. 
Day after day our people have 
been carted off to jail. 

Special planes have hauled them 
to jails from a radius of miles for 
violations under this Act. There 
was a plane chartered to haul 25 
Indians to Oakalla prison farm 
from one location with each one 
to serve 10 to 20 days for Liquor 
Violations. 

Can we assume that proper ad- 
ministration had been carried out? 


Indians 


May we stress deeper to Say, 
someone is paying dearly for ex- 
pensive trips and also for unde- 
served sentences. 

If the Indian Act can cause such 
a fury why didn’t it convict a 
White man of trespassing on our 
Reserve. 

Violations might be equal if we 
put the two laws together for 
analysis. 

May we again point out that this 
trespasser did some damage on 
the Indian Reserve by cutting trees 
he had no right to touch. 

There was plenty of violation 
there but the good-hearted admini- 
strator waved it off to say “It’s 
OK, we can’t do a thing about 
it” 

If the trespassing violation is so 
meek then why is the Indian 
Liquor Act so harsh? 
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The Great Golde 


By BIG WHITE OWL 
(Dedicated to my nephew Thomas G. 
Hill, age 11). 


believe that every man and boy 

who has seen the Great Golden 
Eagle soaring, in ever widening 
circles, high in the sky, would be 
willing to admit there is something 
fascinating, grand and unexplain- 
able, about that mighty bird. 

Not only is the Golden Eagle an 
interesting and picturesque feature 
of our landscape. He is, indeed, the 
most majestic of all the birds, na- 
tive to our land. He is a perfect 
symbol of alertness and strength. 
He is the monarch of the air. 

The birth place of the Eagle is 
usually high up in the lofty pin- 
nacles of a mountain. From there 
he faces the raging elements. He 
is firm and stern and true. Some- 
times he builds a nest of boughs 
for his mate on the very top of 
the highest tree in the forest. From 
there he stands on guard, while 
above him, and all around him, 
rol the wind-swept clouds. He is 
ever cautious and ever alert. But 
he fears nothing and no one. He 
has learned his lessons of courage 
from the four winds. 

He is, in truth, dignity itself in 
its truest form. He is unquestion- 
ably a bird of peace, but he will 
tolerate no aggressor . . . My early 
forefathers believed him to be in 
league with the lightning and 
thunder. Today, he is better known 
to my people as: “The Mighty 
Thunder Bird.” 


w 

TRULY, THE EAGLE IS A 
bird of superior grace and beauty. 
His powerful wings could easily 
bear him a faraway lands if he 
cared to go. But the Great Golden 
Eagle stays with us in this fair 
land because he loves the vast and 
remote stretches of our prairie 
lands. ° 

He loves the rocky mountains 
and the living forests. He loves 
the glistening, shimmering lakes, 
and the sunlit valleys. He loves the 
rocky canyons and the desert lands. 
He is, indeed, as much a part of 
this country as the Beaver, the 
Buffalo, the Moose, the Deer, the 
Cariboo. 

Yes, it is true the mighty Eagle 
occasionally destroys the lesser 
strata of animal life in order to 
live and feed its young. But that 
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BIG WHITE OWL 
Eastern Associate Editor 


does not condemn the bird to com. 
plete annihilation? Does not the 
so-called “Intelligent Man” also 
destroy animal life even moré 
recklessly than the Eagle? 

Many times have I appealed t 
hunters, farmers and teachers, and 
to our young Canadian boys, tg 
save and conserve our plant and 
animal life .. . 

Especially do I appeal (not in 
vain, I hope) to save our Great 
Golden Eagle for posterity. So that 
the generations yet unborn migh 
know what the Great Golden Eagle 
meant to us: 





e@ 

DO YOU KNOW, THE UNITED 
States of America borrowed its 
Eagle Crest from the North Am 
erican Indian. Likewise the 
Fathers of Confederation borrowed 
the name “Canada” and its nationa 
emblem, the Beaver, from the 
North American Indian. 

To my people, the Eagle is 4 
symbol of courage, dignity, power 
poise, vision and wisdom. To thé 
early Indian, Eagle feathers werd 
very sacred. They were as distin 
guished service medals’ which 
could be won only by good conduc 
and bravery. 

So, dear Tommy, be a good bird 
watcher, but never a bird killer! 


I Have Spoken. 





Howard Calls For Solution 


(Continued from Page 3) 





fact that it is necessary to move 
in this direction of mutual desire. 
: a 

MR. HOWARD (later): As I un- 
derstand it, the Indians of British 
Columbia have never accepted or 
recognized the McKenna-McBride 
agreement or the decisions which 
followed as a consequence of that 
agreement. Even the _  arrange- 
ment in 1926 to pay $100,000 in 
lieu of treaty money, as it were; 
while the money is used in British 
Columbia the Indian organizations 
that I know claim they have 
never given any official recogni- 
tion to this $100,000 and have 
not accepted it as being in lieu 
of payment for, or acceptable for 
the extinguishment of their title 
to this land. I think this is the 
key point which must be cleared 
up insofar as the Native people 
of that province are concerned. 

I think the government should 
undertake the immediate estab- 
lishment of a pretty far-sweeping 


judicial inquiry into the land ques 
tion and should take steps to ne 
gotiate treaties, surrenders o 
extinguishments of the Indians 
aboriginal title and occupation 0 
land on whatever basis is mu 
tually acceptable. Failing a mu 
tually acceptable agreement risin{ 
out of such negotiations the sub 
ject matter of sale might very we 
then be referred to a court. 


A somewhat similar situatio 
prevailed in Alaska. The Tlingi 
and Haida bands were given spe 
cial authority by the United 
States congress to proceed to thé 
United States court of claims of 
this self-same question of exting 
uishment of their title. Their clai 
was approved by the United States 
court of claims, which held thal 
the Tlingits and Haidas in Alask 
had never extinguished their titl4 
to land. This is the same situa 
tion as prevails in British Colu 


bia and I think this must be deal 


with first, foremost and quick] 
before many of these other prob 
lems can be straightened out. 


‘ 
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EVENTS HONOR PAULINE JOHNSON 


Special Stamp March 10 
Opens Centennial Year 


The Institute of Iroquoian Studies is happy to call your 
attention to the program of events already announced for the 
Pauline Johnson Centennial Year, our most ambitious under- 
taking in our first three years of activity. 





E. PAULINE JOHNSON 


. many events planned to mark centenary of 
Canadian poetess’ birth. 





Natives Make Possible 
New Bella Coola Air Strip 


By ANDY SCHOONER 


I am sure the ‘readers of The 
Native Voice will be glad to hear 
of the progress being made in 
Bella Coola. On Jan. 28th the first 
plane landed on our new air strip 
which was made possible through 
an arrangement with the Bella 
Coola Band and the local Board 
of Trade. 

A suitable piece of ground was 
cleared in the old village across 
the river by “Cats,” graders and 
logging trucks all donated by the 
local logging companies. Enough 
additional ground was cleared to 
provide gardens for any member 
of the Band who wants to grow 
his own vegetables. 

At present we are hoping to 
persuade the Department of Trans- 
port to provide the necessary funds 
for hard-topping the air strip and 
to draw up a lease on the land 
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which will be acceptable to all 
parties. An air-strip is not a luxury 
but a necessity in such areas of 
isolation as Bella Coola. It will 
provide the means of communica- 
tion and transportation in cases of 
medical emergency. Planes will be 
able to land on the ground where 
it would be too rough to land on 
the water. 

The project itself is a glowing 
example of fine co-operation be- 
tween the people of the commun- 
ity and of the foresight on the 
part of many people here. 

Plans are also well under way 
for establishing a kindergarten in 
Bella Coola. Arrangements are 
being made between the local 
United Church and the Indian 
Affairs department to have a kin- 
dergarten going by this September. 
Most of the practical problems, 
such as building, teacher and 
teacher accommodation have been 
overcome and only a few details 
remain to be ironed out. 

Like the air-strip, the kinder- 
garten is not a luxury but a nec- 
essity. It will help the children 
find adjustment to school life as 
well as provide a foundation in 
language and other school subjects. 





PATRONIZE THE 
ADVERTISERS IN 
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The co-operation of many groups 
is solicited in order that this may 
be a year that the Indians of Can- 
ada will long remember with pleas- 
ure. Each interested organization 
we approach is asked to plan its 
own events as to time, place, and 
character. Just let us know what 
your group plans to do, when and 
where. 

The Year officially opens with 
the issuance of the Pauiine John- 
son Stamp, the first to a Canadian 
Indian, the first to a Canadian 
author, and the first to a Canadian 
woman. March 10th, the hundredth 
anniversary of Pauline’s birth, is 
the first day of issue. 

In mid-April, McClelland & 
Stewart will bring Pauline’s “Leg- 
ends of Vancouver” back into print. 
The book will carry a new bio- 
graphical sketch by Marcus Van 
Steen of Brantford, a member of 


the Institute. We expect to have a 


book launching ceremony at that 
time. 


In May there will be an .exhibi- 
tion at Ohsweken by the Indian 
Art Club of paintings and drawings 
designed to _ illustrate specific 
poems by Pauline. We hope this 
exhibit will be shown in other 
cities. When the copyright on 
“Flint and Feather” expire in 1963, 
we hope the poems and the illus- 
trations may “be brought out in 
booklet form. 


In July, we hear there will be a 
ceremony honoring Pauline at 
Chiefswood, her birthplace home 
on the Grand River below Brant- 
ford. 

We hope the tangible result of 
the Centennial Year will be the 
restoration of Chiefswood, the 
smost historic Indian home _ in 
Canada. 


In August the Annual Six Na- 
tions Pageant on the Grand will re- 
tell in pageantry the life story of 
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the most famous Indian writer in 
the English language. 

In September we understand that 
the Ohsweken Agricultural Fair 
will have as an exhibit theme the 
Jife and work of the Mohawk prin- 
cess. 

The Year will close in mid- 
October with the International Iro- 
quois Conference of scholars at 
McMaster University in Hamilton. 
The proceedings will be published 
to serve as a basis for the system- 
atic study of the Six Nations in 
Canada. 

March 10-17th will be Pauline 
Johnson Week in the Indian 
Schools on the Grand River Re- 
serve. So far as is known, this will 
be the first time in Canada that 
the schools have so honored an 
Indian. We trust it will be only the 
beginning of many such memorial 
programs. 

March 17th there will be a spe- 
cial commemorative program at 
the Pauline Johnson Collegiate In- 
stitute in Brantford, which is so 
far as we know the only general 
admission secondary school in Can- 
ada named for a former Indian 
Student in the district. 

The Canadian Council of Chris- 
tians and Jews has announced it is 
distributing a long play record of 
Pauline’s poems by Ethel Brant 
Monture of Iroquois literary fame. 
The latter will also be available 
through the Year as a special lec- 
turer on Pauline through arrange- 
ments with the Canadian Council 
of Christians and Jews, Toronto. 

The April Bulletin of the Indian- 
Eskimo Association of Canada will 
feature an article on Pauline based 
on the research of Professor Kath- 
leen Coburn of the University of 
Toronto. 


. Reported to the Institute of Iroquoian 
Studies, Feb. 20, 1961, by Richard 
Pilant. 
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McKenna-McBride Pact 


‘Continued from Page 3 





land is included in any particular 
reserve as now defined is reason- 
ably required for the use of the 
Indians of that tribe or locality, 
the reserve shall, with the consent 
of the Indians. as required by the 
Indian Act. be reduced to such 
acreage as the commissioners think 
reasonably sufficient for the pur- 
poses of such Indians.” 


like this to he 
report: 


I would noted; 


it is in the 


“4 The lands which the commis- 
sioners shall determine are not 
necessary for the use of the In- 
dians shall be subdivided and sold 
by the province at public auction. 


“5 The net proceeds of all such 
sales shall be divided equally be- 
tween the province and the domin- 
ion, and all moneys received by the 
dominion under this clause shall 
be held or used by the dominion 
for the benefit of the Indians of 
British Columbia.” 


That is the McKenna-McBride 
agreement, which was agreed to 
by order in council in Ottawa and 
by the lieutenant governor in 
council in British Columbia. I 
would like to point out first of all 
that these lands had heen granted 
by law as the reserve lands of the 
native Indians of British Columbia. 
I know it is a long time back, but 
I can assure the minister that I 
have travelled across British Co- 
lumbia for 27 years and I know the 
Indian lands, Indian bands and In- 
dian people. Right to this day they 
feel that over the years they have 
been robbed on land sales. 


One point is this; that in 1912, 
although they already held re- 
serves by right and by law, a de- 
c.sion by a commission and ap- 
proved by order in council held 
that any lands which the commis- 
sion decided were not required by 
Indian bands would be sold by 
auction by the province, the prov- 
ince to retain 50 percent of the 
moneys and the federal govern- 
ment to receive 50 percent and 
distribute it to the bands. 


In my studies, I have found that 
in all sales the federal government 
has, under the order in council, 
distributed this money to the 
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bands. But I am certain you will 
understand what is causing this 
feeling on the part of the Indians 
that they have been dealt with un- 
fairly. This is because 50 percent of 
the money goes to the province 
after the sale of their own lands, 
and no distribution is made to the 
Indians. 


If these were Indian lands and 
by agreement they were to be 
sold by auction, why should only 
50 percent of the proceeds go 
back to the Indians? These lands 
were all theirs originally by law, 
and certain parts were allocated 
for reserves. 


As I say, this was 1912. One half 
of this volume 1 outlines the lands 
declared surplus. Was it all 
handled that year? The answer is 
no. 


There was the McKenna-McBride 
agreement in 1912 under which 
what were previously Indian lands 
were dealt with. Under the orders 
of the commission, according to all 
the plans submitted in this report, 
lands could be cut off and sold by 
the province at auction, the prov- 
ince to receive 50 percent of the 
sale moneys and the federal gov- 
ernment to receive 50 percent. The 
federal government distributes its 
share, but since 1912 the Indians 
have received nothing with respect 
to the 50 percent return on the 
sale of land that goes to the prov- 
ince of British Columbia. 


On the basis of my examination 
of the royal commission report on 
British Columbia Indian Affairs, on 
the basis of the agreement, and on 
the basis of the type of order in 
council passed with respect to re- 
serve land sales in British Colum- 
bia, I am definitely of the opinion, 
unless evidence to»the contrary is 
produced, that the Indians have 
ground for complaint. 


I question the legality of the way 
in which this matter has been 
handled, and am of the opinion 
that the Indians of British Colum- 
bia have been morally, if not 
legally, wronged in the sale of 
their reserve land. I am interested 
in learning if the agreement is still 
law and if any other reserve lands 
belonging to British Columbia In- 
dians can be auctioned, in respect 
of which they will receive 50 per- 
cent return through the federal 
government but will lose 50 per- 
cent through the provincial govern- 
ment. 


I believe the hon. lady will ap- 
preciate why I think it should be 
the subject of a judicial inquiry, 
and I hope she will offer some 
comment on the situation. 
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Campbell River Museum 


Seeks Native 


Box 601, Campbell River, BC. 
Dear Mrs. Hurley: 


Chief Billy Roberts of the Kia- 
mahto Band of Campbell River 
was recently in our Historical 
Museum and discussed the possi- 
bilities of this» Society enlarging 
our collection of Indian arts and 
crafts. We already have a rather 
good collection for a small mus- 
eum, and the community is quite 
proud of it. We, the members of 
the Society, are particularly pleas- 
ed to note the use being made of 
the collection by our local schools. 


We do, however, lack some es- 
sential items which would illus- 
trate for the children and the 
teachers, the Indian methods of 
food preparation, the manufactur- 
ing of stone implements, and weav- 
ing. 

We have only a H.B.C. blanket. 
and would like to acquire a cedar 
bark blanket. We also want to ob- 
tain a berry cake for our food dis- 
play, and any other preserved 
foods that can be now found. To 
illustrate basket making, we would 
like to have a partially completed 


‘Home’ Items 


basket showing the construction 


method. 


Although we have many stone 
implements, we lack the _ stone 
chippers and drills which were 
used in manufacturing these items. 
In short, we are seeking items 
which illustrate Indian domestic 
life on the Coast. 


Mr. Roberts suggested that you 
might be able to assist us by mak- 
ing it known that we wanted these 
items, and perhaps by also making 
it known that this community 
museum seeks to illustrate the eth- 
nology of the coast Indian for a 
better understanding by both 
Whites and Indians. We want to 
acquire only what is useful to this 
purpose. 

We would very much appreciate 
it if you could be of assistance in 
any way. I should perhaps add 
that, although our funds are al- 
ways very low, we are always pre- 
pared to make necessary purchases 


E. F. MEADE, President 


Campbell River and 
District Historical Society 
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White Man’s Ways Not 
Those of Proud Indians 


My Dear Mrs. Hurley, 
Sago Skenno: 

{ was more than pleased to re- 
ceive your most welcome letter. 
Letters from a friend are like the 
beautiful raindrops of a _ spring 
shower. They fall on one with the 
cooling and freshness that brings 
new life, and the feeling to go on 
to greater things. 

For many summers and winters 
I have listened with my ears, and 
seen with my eyes, the decline of 
morals among our Indian brothers. 
I refer to their family life. It is 
everywhere about us from the 
smallest village to the largest city. 
Always there is the cry of the little 
ones who suffer most from this ter- 
rible disease that has taken its 
hold on those whom they trust and 
love. 

I know from my research work 
and in my conversations with the 
old timers, that never in the his- 
tory of our-Indian people has the 
moral code been so low. 

In the old days, parents who 
were not parents, and they were 
very few, were disciplined so com- 
pletely that family life became a 
part of the Tribe heredity. 

Any member accused of infidel- 





ity or abandonment was put on 
probation, then if accused a second 
time, exiled from the community. 
These measures were harsh, but 
they got results. 

My brothers, do we have to go 
back to the old tribal laws, in this 
day of the white man’s laws? Or 
are we going to put dignity and 
honor in their rightful place, and 
live as our ancestors? 

I once heard a man say, “You 
can take away a man’s home, his 
food, and his land, but take away 
his dignity, and you take every- 
thing.” Remember that the next 
time you have the urge to wander 
away from all that is dear to you. 

You are a people born to hard- 
ships and sorrows, and if they have 
not killed by our zest for living, 
why let this disease of corrupt liv- 
ing and white man’s thinking, bring 
you to a level with them. 

If you continue in this evil way 
of living, there is only one answer. 
Your children, who pride them- 
selves -in doing what their parents 
do, will soon adopt this carefree 
life, and their children after them. 
Where does it lead? Read between 
the lines and see for yourself. 
Think hard on this, you parents of 
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THE CORN HUSKER 


' By PAULINE JOHNSON 


Hard by the Indian lodges, where the bush 
Breaks in a clearing, through ill-fashioned fields, 
She comes to labour, when the first still hush. 
Of autumn follows large and recent yields. 


Age in her fingers, hunger in her face, 

Her shoulders stooped with weight of work and years, 
But rich in tawny colouring of her race, 

She comes a-field to strip the purple ears. 


And all her thoughts are with the days gone by, 

Ere might’s injustice banished from their lands 
Her people, that today unheeded lie, 

Like the dead husks that rustle through her hands. 
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‘Dirty Indian’ Falsity 
Should Be Corrected 


A provincial committee for In- 
dian and Metis welfare is bring- 





growing children. For as you sow, 


so shall you reap. 

You fathers and mothers who 
are away from your little ones, re- 
turn now before it is too late. Give 
them a chance to grow up to be- 
come a dignified and honorable 
race, so that people who follow us 
in future generations will say: 
“There is a man, there is an Ameri- 
can Indian.” 

My only wish in writing this ar- 
ticle, is that somewhere out there 
in this great land of-ours, Dignity 
and Honor will still win out, and 
that some of my red brothers will 
read, and act. You are the first 
people. Prove it. 

I have spoken. Oneh 
KaRon-To-Wah-Nen 
Big Tree. 


ing pressure on the Manitoba edu- 
eation department to change his- 
tory texts to eliminate references 
to “dirty and lazy Indians.” 

In Winnipeg, Mrs. F. M. Bastin 
said the committee found particu- 
larly objectionable quotations 
taken from Champlain’s records 
which describe Indians as lazy and 
dirty. The committee objected to 
the lack of credit given Indians 
for guiding white explorers across 
Canada. 

“They don’t even give the guides 
a name,” Mrs. Bastin said. “Surely 
the old records refer to the 
guides as more than just an In- 
dian.” 

Mrs. Bastin also referred to “the 
old cliché” that in history every 
white battle victory was a victory, 
every Indian victory was a mas- 
sacre. 
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Minister Outlines Department Affairs 


Minister of Citizenship and Im- 
migration Mrs. Ellen Fairclough ex- 
plained some of the policies of ber 
department in the House of Com- 
‘mons February 17 during discussion 
of Indian affairs administration ex- 
pense. Excerpts follow: ’ 

x * * 


Based on the present population 
figure of 185,295 and the total esti- 
mated expenditure for 1961-62 of 
$49,421,488 for the Indian affairs 
branch, the per capita expenditure 
would be $266.72. In order to 
achieve a more realistic figure, ad- 
ditional expenditures on Indians 
by the Indian and northern health 
services of the Department of Na- 
tional Health and Welfare and also 
expenditures on Indian education 
in the Northwest Territories by the 
Department of Northern Affairs 
and National Resources would have 
to be included. 

.... In British Columbia sub- 
stantial numbers of Indians are 
employed in the logging and pulp- 
wood industries. The department 
has established liaison with several 
companies which are planning new 
pulpwood and power projects, and 
expects these to provide additional 
job opportunities. 

There were 128 Indians placed 
this year on clearing work for the 
microwave system along the Alaska 
highway. At Masset, British Colum- 
bia, 80 Indians are employed for 9 


or 10 months of each year in the 
local cannery. In the Yukon, clear- 
ing operations in connection with 
road construction included one 
project at Watson Lake last winter 
which employed 100 Indians, and 
there is a similar project at that 
location this winter. In the North- 
west Territories, at Yellowknife, a 
similar clearing project is currently 
employing approximately 100 In- 
dians. Indians are also employed as 
school janitors and in other capa- 
cities by government departments. 

(Examples in other parts of Can- 
ada were detailed by the minister). 

Altogether there are 255 Indians 
in the employ of the Indian affairs 
branch, 123 of whom are teachers. 

Altogether the number employed 
is 2,494. So you see that something 
just over 10 percent of our staff 
are Indians. 

The hon. member for Skeena 
made reference to the Kitwanga 
Indian band and the difficulties 
they are having with reference to 
the road which British Columbia 
is building in that area. 

First of al! I might say that 
under the terms of the agreement 
with the province with respect to 
this land, the province has the 
right to take back five percent of 
unimproved land for road _ pur- 
poses without any compensation. 
Of course the hon. member knows 
they have taken more than that, 
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and we agree that the situation is 
not what it might be. 

At the present time we are in the 
process of negotiations with the 
province, and we have hired an 
independent appraiser to evaluate 
the property which has been taken. 

The reserves were conveyed to 
the dominion by the province of 
British Columbia by a minute of 
the executive council on July 29, 
1938. By that minute the province 
retained the right to resume un- 
improved land, to the extent of 
five percent of the area transferred 
to the dominion, for roads and 
other public works, without pay- 
ment of compensation. 

Therefore, in the case of the Kit- 
wanga reserve No. 1, the province 
may reserve approximately 165 
acres of unimproved land and ap- 
proximately 10 acres in the case of 
Kitwanga reserve No. 2. 

With reference to the matter 
raised by the hon. member for 
Vancouver East, this is as he has 
indicated ... 

The British North America Act 
assigns legislative authority over 
Indians and lands reserved for the 
Indians to the dominion. Article 13 
of the terms of union under which 
British Columbia entered confeder- 
ation recognized the dominion’s re- 
sponsibility for Indian and Indian 
lands, and British Columbia under- 
took to convey to the dominion 
tracts of lands for the use and 
benefit of the Indians. Differences 
soon arose between the two gov- 
ernments as to the fair per capita 
acreage of reserves and in 1876 the 
two governments set up a joint 
commission to allot reserves. 

The agreement constituting the 
joint commission and subsequent 
provincial legislation created legal 
and administrative difficulties with 
respect to dominion management 
of reserve lands. With a view to 
achieving a settlement of the diffi- 
culties, negotiations continued with 
the province which resulted in the 
McKenna-McBride agreement of 
September 24, 1912. The agreement 
provided for the appointment of a 
royal commission empowered to 
bring about “a final adjustment of 
all matters relating to Indian af- 
fairs in the province of British 
Columbia.” 

The royal commission’s terms of 
reference extended to the adjust- 
ment of the area of reserves with 
power to add to, and subtract from, 
the area of existing reserves and to 
allot new reserves, it being pro- 
vided that reductions in area would 
be “with the consent of the In- 
dians, as required by the Indian 
Act.” The agreement also provided 
that 50 percent of the proceeds 
from the disposal of any cut-off 
lands would be paid in trust for 
the benefit of the Indians. 

The royal commission completed 
its work in 1916 and in brief con- 
firmed existing reserves, added to 
reserves, reduced reserves and 
created new reserves. The commis- 
sion’s report with schedules of 
reserves confirmed by the commis- 
sion was accepted by orders in 
council of both governments, by 
British Columbia in 1923 and the 
dominion in 1924. 

Legislative authority for accept- 
ance of the royal commission re- 
port by the dofhinion was provided 
by the British Columbia Indians 
Lands Settlement Act, chapter 51, 
statutes of Canada, 1920. 

Section 1 of the act empowered 
the governor in council to give 
effect to the report of the royal 
commission “in whole or in part.” 
Section 3 of the act dispensed with 
the necessity of securing Indian 
consent to the reduction of area of 


reserves by providing: 

“For the purpose of adjusting, 
readjusting, or confirming the re- 
ructions or cutoffs from reserves 
in accordance with the recom- 
mendations of the royal commis- 
sion, the governor in council may 
order such reductions or cutoffs to 
be effected without surrenders of 
the same by the Indians, notwith- 
standing any provisions of the In- 
dian Act to the contrary.” 

There was considerable discus- 
sion in the House of Commons in 
1920 when the bill was debated and 
the then minister outlined the 
problems relating to Indian lands 
in British Columbia and the rea- 
sons for the legislation. 

As far as Capilano Indian reserve 
No. 5 is concerned, it was confirm- 
ed by the 1876 joint commission on 
June 15, 1877. The joint commission 
confirmed the original reserve to- 
gether with an additional parcel of 
land. In 1892 it came to light that 
the province had made a grant of 
part of the land added to the re- 
serve in 1877. The reserve was then 
re-surveyed and the commission on 
April 24, 1893, reconfirmed the re- 
serve with an area of 444 acres. 

The royal commission appointed 
pursuant to the McKenna-McBride 
agreement reduced the area of 
Capilano reserve by cutting off 130 
acres. However, commission minute 
of decision gives no reason for the 
eduction. It is assumed the com- 

issioners were of the opinion the 
remaining land was adequate for 
the needs of the band at the time. 
The Squamish band, for whom the 
reserve was set apart, as far as 
we know without going into ex- 
tended research, never consented 
to the reduction. It is unlikely that 
consent was sought in view of the 
provisions of the British Columbia 
Lands Settlement Act and the fact 
that the report of the royal com- 
mission which recommended the 
reduction was accepted. 

In other words, by reason of the 
law of 1920, consent by the band 
was not required. 

In accordance with the agree- 
ment arrived at the band is en- 
titled to 50 percent of the proceeds 
from either the rental or sale of 
the cut-off land. 

Mr. Winch: That is quite true 
according to the act of 1920, but 
according to the McKenna-McBride 
agreement of 1912 the Indians had 
to give their permission in accord- 
ance with the Indian Act for the 
province to be able to sell this 
land. The minister has now con- 
firmed my contention that perhaps 
there should be a judicial inquiry 
into this entire matter. 

Mrs. Fairclough: Obviously I am 
not in a position to make any com- 
ment. All of this happened a long, 
long time ago. I know that over the 
years the Indians have suffered 
under various acts of all govern- 
ments, but I have no basis on 
which to form a judgment. I would 
not accuse anyone of mistreating 
Indians, nor would I accuse the In 
dians of demanding more than is 
their right. 

With respect to the McKenna 
McBride report I would say how 
ever, that the 1920 act superseded 
that, and it must be borne in mind 


that net only were lands takemme 


away from the Indians but area 
were also added to existing Indiat 
reserves at that time. There wa 
some compensation. Whether a 
individual band received compe 
sation for the land it lost I cannd 
say, but over the years undoub 
edly things were done that shoul 
not have been done. I cannot, ho 
ever, sit in judgment on anyo 
who participated in those actions. 





